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1. About senseOnline

senseiOnline was founded on the November 21, 1999 using eGroups (now YahooGroups) to serve

as an online community for teaching Jgpanese. As of May 22, 2002, it has 733 members.

1.1 Mission and how it works

It is an online community of those who are concerned with Japanese language/culture education. It
will hdp networking, sharing ideas and supporting each other. It uses free online services: YahooGroups

for asynchronous communication and TAPPED IN for synchronous communication.

1.2 Who are we?

Question 1: What is your occupation? (Please try to decide only

one.)
wiotes percent
B 1.)Teacher of Japanese 108 T2%
B 2 1Teacher of other languages 7 5%
B 2. 0Teacher of other disciplines than languages 3 2%
E# 4 )Technical support ] 0%
B 5. )Rezearcher u] 0%
B# 6 JCALL specialist z -] N S
B 7.)ddrminiztrator 4 I% 122458780150
B 2.0Graduate student 16 1%
EZE 9. )5tudent of Japanese z -] Total Yotes:- 149
BB 10 )0ther 5 IE
Question 2 : Where do you physically reside? (Flease try to decide
only one.) f—
wiotes petcent
B 1 )United States g9 eng  fOE-
BH 2. )Canada 14 9%
& 2. apan 15 10%
B 4 )orea/China S Taiwan ] 0%
ES 5 IMalay sia/Singapore 1 1%
15 6 J0ther Asia o 0% Bewn_ B,
B8 7. AustraliaMew Zealand 20 14% 12345878010
B 2 UK A reland [ 4%
£+ 9.00ther Europe = 2% Total Yotes- 148
B 10 )0ther o 0%
Question 3: You are a ... ? J—
wiotes petcent
B 1 .)Native speaker of Japanese 77 S2% B0 -
B 2 INon-native speaker of Japanese 71 45% B a,

40 -

28 Ene-

The poll was conducted between 5/6/02-5/21/02.



2. Communicating asynchronously: YahooGroups

senseiOnline uses YahooGroups. The communication is based on ligserv. When a member posts
amessage, it will beread by dl members. Members have options toread only a web site, receive daly
digestsinstead of individual messages. Membership is free. Asof May 21, 2002, there are 4657 messages,
dl archived and searchable.
2.1 Security measur es and policies

It is not liged in the public directory. Incdusion of the group requires manager approvad. Email
atachments are not permitted (including HTML mail) in order to prevent thetransmisson of atached
virus. The posts are unmoderated and reply will go to thewhole lig ingead of theindividud. Archives
areonly available for members.
2.2 How tojoin
2.2.1If theemail account does not look educational

It is best to identify yourself in amessage tothe manager (kschnei @sabotenweb.com) with the
intent of subscription. The manager sends out amessage to confirm the educaiond dafiliation or to inquire
the intent of subscription. It isto make sure whoever isjoining is not interested just because somebody
wants to send spam/unwanted advertisement messages.
2.22 If theemail account looks educational

Approvd is done without further contact. There are acouple of ways to join.
1 Send ablank message to senseionline-subscri be@yahoogr oups com
2 Goto http://www .sabotenweb.com/bookmarks/about/senseiOnline.html
and put your email and push purple "Yahoo Groups Join Now" button
3 Goto http://groups.yahoo.com/group/senseionling  and dick on “Join This Group” link towards right

3. Communicating synchronously: Benkyoukai at TAPPED IN

Alsowe have amonthly online forum called Benkyoukai. Usually amember isinvited to
contribute and posts ashort paper online (3-5 pages). Participants are asked to review before thelive
interaction. 50-minute interaction will take place & TAPPED IN (http//www tappedin.org) The event is
announced through senseiOnline lidserv.
3.1What is TAPPED IN?

TAPPED IN is the online workplace of an international community of educaion professionds. K-
12 teachers and librarians, professiond development staff, teacher education faculty and students, and
researchers engage in professiond development programs and informal collaborative activities with
colleagues. Guests are wecome, and membership isfree.
3.2How does TAPPED IN wor k?

TAPPED IN isamodified MOO environment called MEOW (Multi-user Educaiond Online
Workspace). The in-house Java gpplication called TAPestry dlows easy web-interface navigation and
MOO objects enhance effective communication/presentation and collaboraion among educators. (This
interface will be upgraded inthe fall, 2002.)
3.3Transcript of the live session

In case you missed a liveinteraction for any reason, TAPPED IN volunteer prepares an edited
trancript of it and makes it available If you areamember of TAPPED IN, you can send yourself one
from After School Online Room. If you are not amember of TAPPED IN, please write to the manager,
Keiko Schneider (kschnel @sabotenweb.com)

34 Future Benkyoukai

24" benkyouka on the July 7™ Wednesday, presented by Professor Kyoko Saegusa of Univerdty of
Colorado, Boulder, will be conducted as apart of Summer Carnival 2002. It will be from 1pm Pacific.
Thetopic ison student-directed activities. Detals will be available from benkyoukai page.

Futuretopics are FLES and secondary collaborétion, teaching language with arts study abroad,
studying kanji, distance learning, etc.
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